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After centuries of conflicting relations between nations in Europe, the continent was able to unite and 
more and more countries applied to be part of the EU. A big incentive for that was the win-win trade 
among the countries but also a maturation of the individuals and democracies, which led to a higher level 
of thinking and engagement with one another. But tensions still exist between the liberal democracies in 
the West and the countries that were under the influence of the Soviet Union for decades. On the one side, 
there is a tendency to defend individual rights as a way to overcome discrimination and on the other side, 
there is an emphasis on maintaining traditional family values and aiming at strong nations. How could both 
trends be harmonized into an optimal mix that would benefit both the individuals and the nations?  
However, concentrating on internal issues and well-being, and trying to force liberal values on Eastern  
European nations made Western Europe blind to what was happening and unable to act proactively when 
autocratic States started invading foreign countries. What key universal values and vision could be  
prioritized without disregarding others? Would that transform the continent into an example worth 
following by Asia and Africa? 
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