Report on UPF’s contribution to the “Central European Initiative” in 2016
UPF Europe contributed to the establishment of the “Central European Initiative (CEI)” in 2016. Its
objective is to build a common platform beyond cultural, religious and political divides with
parliamentarians, religious leaders, scholars, NGO representatives, to address core issues of
concern for the future of Europe: strengthening the natural family, affirming European cultural
identity, protecting the freedom of conscience and belief.
We are building an initial network among the four nations forming the “Visegrad Group”: the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, drawing on their common history under communism and
their shared concern for family values and religious tradition . This network is naturally expanding to
neighboring nations such as Austria, Germany and other nations in Central Europe.
The initiative began with three significant events in 2016: a Round Table meeting in Vienna on July
8, a Round Table meeting in Budapest on October 24, and a meeting at the Prague Parliament on
November 25.

I.

VIENNA ROUND TABLE - JULY 8, 2016

Some 25 politicians, experts and NGO representatives from Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic,
Poland, and Austria gathered for a Round Table on “Family Values, Family Policies, European
Culture: Challenges and Opportunities in Central Europe Today” on July 8 in Vienna. The event was
convened by Hon. Nina Nováková, Member of Parliament from the Czech Republic and Mr.
Jacques Marion, Secretary General of UPF Europe.

The first session on “Current Threats and Controversies regarding the Family” began with
welcoming words from Hon. Nina Nováková, who emphasized that the purpose of the meeting was
to discuss the family in the context of its influence and impact on society, not as an independent
entity. Dr. Walter Baar, President of the Institute for Trends Research in Austria, outlined current
demographic trends in Europe, concluding that a decline of the family raised concerns for the
future of Europe. Hon. Jozef Mikloško, former member of the Slovak Parliament, explained that

according to the Slovak Constitution, the family is composed of a father, mother and a child, but
went on to describe factors challenging family traditions in his country.
Dr. Gudrun Kugler, member of the Vienna Parliament, a powerful advocate of the family, pointed
to five misconceptions that ought to be a focus of the debate on the family: that the State has
monopoly on children’s education; that family is oppressive for women; that marriage is not only
“two people supporting and loving each other”; that differences between man and woman do not
mean devaluation but complementarity; that current sexual education should be reviewed with a
focus on love. Some of these debates can be won in Central Europe, she said. We need for this to
raise a new generation of young politicians who can become a creative minority. To do that, we
need more data, and we need to convey both facts and meaning.
The second panel on “Family values, human rights and the Judeo-Christian legacy in modern-day
Europe” was moderated by Mr. Peter Zoehrer, Secretary General of FOREF Europe.
Hon. Nina Nováková, explained her proposal to amend the Education law in the Czech Republic:
The purpose of education should not only be to understand and implement the principles of
democracy, the legal state and fundamental human rights and liberties, as currently stated, but
should include fulfilling civil and social roles and responsibilities. Moreover, the purpose of
education should not only be to gain knowledge of cultural differences in the world, but also to
maintain and develop European culture.
Mr. Jacques Marion, Secretary General of UPF Europe, spoke about the core values of the family
and their impact on society. A challenge for democratic nations, he said, is to move, on the
foundation of shared values of brotherhood and equality toward a society where parental love is
considered a central value and the basis for healthy leadership.
Dr. Roman Joch, President of the Civic Institute in the Czech Republic, focused on the relationship
between religion and politics based on the family. The state is not the creator of natural rights, he
said, but should recognize and respect older, established moral truth. Intermediary institutions
between the individual and the state, particularly the natural, monogamous family should be
strengthened. We need to influence culture, the arts and all spheres of society dealing with the
human mind, because just as politics guides economics, on the long term, culture guides politics.
The last panel on “Family policies and strategies in the Visegrad Group and Central Europe” was
moderated by Dr. Juraj Lajda, Secretary General of UPF Czech Republic.
According to Mr. Stanislav Trnovec, chairman of the Large Families Club in Slovakia, social policy
focuses on solidarity, but family policy means investing into the future. Mr. Joseph Gundacker,
Director of the Family Forum in Austria, spoke about the need for mainstreaming the family in
politics, with a comprehensive view of the human being that includes its economical, mental, social
and spiritual dimensions.
Other participants in the debate included Mr. Slawomir Redo, senior advisor to ACUNS Vienna; Dr.
Ismail Yasin, Project member of the Austrian Centre for Digital Humanities; Mr. Peter Haider,
Director of UPF Austria ; Dr. Harald Scheu, from Charles University’s Faculty of Law in Prague; Mrs.
Marianna Kovacs, Human Rights Mediator from Hungary; Mr. Peter Meszaros, President of UPF
Hungary; Mr. Peter Hetenyi, Vice President of UPF Hungary; Mag. Maria Neuberger-Schmidt,
Founder of the NGO «Elternwerkstatt“ in Austria; Mr. Milos Klas, Secretary General of UPF

Slovakia; Mrs. Elisabeth Cook, Director of FFWPU, Austria; Mrs. Renate Amesbauer, director of
WFWP, Austria, etc.
The Round table discussion concluded with the approval of the following Memorandum by
participants:
VIENNA MEMORANDUM
We, convened at the round-table “Family Values, Family Policies, European Culture: Challenges and
Opportunities in Central Europe Today” in Vienna on July 8, 2016, are a group of concerned citizens,
educators, experts, opinion-makers and politicians from the “Visegrad Four” and other Central European
countries.
We discussed issues related to the institution of the family, family policy, European culture and identity.
Several concerns were raised by speakers and participants; however, there emerged a clear consensus among
us, which can be summarized as follows:
(1) Judeo-Christian, antiquity and humanist values which shaped European culture have to be transmitted to
younger generations, so that the abovementioned values are known and internalized by young people.
(2) The institution of the family must be protected and its autonomy respected by states and governments.
(3) Freedom of religion, freedom of conscience and religious liberty are basic natural rights that should be
respected by all.
We want to defend, protect and strengthen those principles, we shall continue to do so in the future and
welcome all who would join us in these efforts and endeavors.
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II.

BUDAPEST ROUND TABLE – OCTOBER 24, 2016

Following up on the Vienna Round table, 17 politicians, experts, academics and NGO
representatives from 5 nations gathered in Budapest on Monday 24, October 2016 for a Round
table convened by Hon. Nina Nováková, member of the Czech Parliament and Mr. Jacques Marion,
Secretary General of UPF Europe.

The first panel on “Current threats and controversies regarding the family in Europe” was
moderated by Dr. Roman Joch, Director of the Civic Institute from the Czech Republic.
Mrs. Edit Frivaldszky, Director of the Human Dignity Center in Hungary, in charge of the “Mum, Dad
and Kids” campaign in the nation, spoke of her experiences in family advocacy, giving examples of
controversial uses of terminology employed by activists which dilute the meaning of the family. She
spoke of “lost battles” in Western Europe that can still be fought in Central Europe, but also
mentioned the challenge to come up with a unified viewpoint within Christian ranks, and expressed
the need for more scientific and academic research on the family.
Dr. Juraj Lajda, Secretary General of UPF Czech Republic, informed participants about the recent
establishment of the International Association of Parliamentarians of Peace (IAPP) in London,
underlining the crucial role of parliamentarians as mediators between government and civil society
and the need for laws to be founded on universal values. Mr. Joseph Gundacker, Director of the
Family Forum from Austria, and Mr. Stanislav Trnovec, Director of the Large Family Club in Slovakia
re-affirmed the need of a spiritual perspective on family matters, after which a debate was
engaged.
The second panel on “Religious Freedom: a Fundamental Freedom in a Changing World”
was moderated by Mr. Peter Zoehrer, Secretary General of FOREF Europe.
Hon. Nina Nováková, member of the committee on culture and the sub-committee on human
rights in the Czech Parliament, reported on the consultation she organized at the Prague Parliament
with Dr. Ján Figel, newly appointed Special Envoy of the EU for religious freedom. She introduced

her plan to set up a permanent working group on issues of religious freedom at the Chamber of
Deputies, aiming at conducting ongoing dialogue between politicians, academics and
representatives of churches and religious organizations. She outlined some of her proposals:
1. Freedom of conviction is absolute; its external manifestation, however, cannot be in conflict with
the laws and social norms of the given country.
2. Followers of religion, along with all people merely holding a spiritual belief, should not be
considered a tolerated minority, but a majority forming a crucial, non-material dimension of
society.
3. A constant and patient dialogue can lead to social harmony and to the return of an ethical
approach to all aspects of life, including typically material ones.
4. It is increasingly urgent for politicians to take into consideration the outcomes and
recommendations arising from interfaith and intercultural dialogue in the decision-making process.
Mr. Peter Zoehrer then reviewed current expressions of human rights such as in the 1948 Paris
Declaration of Human Rights and the Cairo Declaration issued in 1990 by Arab countries advocating
the sharia law. Religious freedom, he emphasized, is the freedom to leave or discontinue
membership in a religion or religious group. To protect the family, he concluded, it is essential to
protect religious freedom since the family is the “only institution created by God”.
The last panel on “Family values, human rights and Judeo-Christian legacy in modern-day
Europe: which perspectives?” was moderated by Dr. Juraj Lajda, Secretary General of
UPF Czech Republic.
In introduction, Hon. Nina Nováková briefly explained her proposal to amend the Czech Education
law in order to strengthen European cultural values in the school system. Classical values such a
trust in reason, moral principles, common responsibility, rights and justice, combined with Judeochristian values from the Ten Commandments, social sensibility, concern for the weak, forgiveness
and peaceful conflict resolution, capped by humanist concerns for equality and freedom, are to be
taught as the foundation for a peaceful and harmonious society.
Mr. Jacques Marion, Secretary General UPF Europe, said that the Central European initiative needs
to be seen in the frame of the greater whole of realizing one world in the global era. Increasingly
living in settings that transcend past cultures, we should seek for universal values that form the
core of each religion and culture. Family values themselves have a universal dimension. Both
science and religion move the human mind toward understanding universal principles, beyond past
beliefs and dogmas. Thus, our initiative needs to include dialogue with religious leaders, politicians
and scholars.
Dr. Roman Joch, president of the Civic Institute in the Czech Republic, concluded the debate by
saying that public policy should focus on promoting stable and married families. The original
meaning of human rights is to guarantee liberty and freedom. Claiming collective privileges from
the government in the name of human rights is an actual violation of human rights.

Other participants in the debate included Prof. Dr. Judit Balazs, from Budapest Economics
University in Hungary; Mrs. Marianna Kovacs, Human Rights Mediator in Hungary; Mr. Tibor
Krebsz, President of the Family Federation for World Peace in Hungary; Mr. Peter Meszaros,
President of UPF Hungary; Mr. Peter Hetenyi, Vice President of UPF Hungary; Mr. Imre Nagy, Vice
President of UPF Hungary; Mr. Milos Klas, Secretary General of UPF Slovakia; Mr. Stanislav
Trnovec, director of the Large Family Club in Slovakia.
In conclusion, Round table participants expressed the desire to pursue the themes of the family,
European cultural legacy, religious freedom and human rights in national programs as well as
internationally. National UPF chapters will contribute to such programs in 2017.
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III.

MEETING AT THE PRAGUE PARLIAMENT – NOVEMBER 25, 2016

Under the auspices of Hon. Nina Nováková, Member of the Czech Parliament, an international
conference on the topic « Challenges and Opportunities of Our Time: Security – European Culture
– Family – Freedom of Belief » was convened at the Parliament of the Czech Republic on November
25, 2016.
Over 50 participants attended the event, including historians, lawyers, political scientists, social
activists and a number of students. This was the final of a series of programs that included two
round table discussions in Vienna and Budapest, in July and October 2016 respectively. The
conference was supported by the Universal Peace Federation‘s Czech chapter, the Hanns Seidel
Foundation and the European Women’s Union.

The theme of the first panel was: « The Family: Obvious foundation or controversial issue? »
Professor Lenka Šulová, from Charles University’s Faculty of Philosophy in Prague, said that we
need to create a society and policies that are supportive of the family, describing current factors
contributing to family breakdown: unstable relationships, easy divorce, women’s high employment,
emphasis on individualism or growing wealth. Dr. Ludmila Trapková, a clinical and family
psychologist, spoke of the family as a psycho-social organism. Absence of complementarity
between a masculine and a feminine pole causes problems for the child, she said. Divorce breaks a
husband - wife partnership, but not the parent – child relationship. Mr. Jan Gregor, vice-president
of the Young Christian Democrats, underlined the reproductive purpose of the family, saying that it
should be recognized as a biological construct, not just a social one. The last speaker on the panel
was Mrs. Jana Jochová, Director of the Committee for the Defense of Parents‘ Rights and an active
supporter of the «Mum, Dad and Kids» campaign. She spoke about parents’ rights and

responsibilities in children’s education. The state cannot substitute for parents, she said, because
the family is based on lineage.
The second panel, on the theme « Living Safely, A Basic Human Necessity », was moderated by
Mr. Radko Hokovský, Executive Director of a think-tank on European values.
Hon. Jaromír Štětina, a Czech member of the European Parliament, spoke about security perils in
Europe, mentioning among others the hybrid and disinformation war led by Russia in the region,
the goal of which he said was to destabilize the European Union. He then showed participants a
documentary film on the war in Chechnya. Dr. Alyn Ware, a global coordinator of Parliamentarians
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, pointed out that current conflicts between Russia
and the West raise the danger of war and nuclear conflict and called on European institutions to do
their utmost to stop the conflict. Nuclear war is meaningless in reality, he concluded, and since
1945 nuclear weapons have not been used. Dr. Juraj Lajda, UPF Secretary General in the Czech
Repulic, concluded the panel by introducing the launch of the International Association of
Parliamentarians for Peace (IAPP) in Korea in February and in London in September 2016.
The third panel focused on the theme « European Culture: Hope for Future? »
Mr. Jiří Georgiew from Charles University’s Faculty of Law gave a concise overview of Central
European history, remarking that European cultural heritage in the Visegrad Four nations deserved
to be noted by Western European countries. Dr. Jaroslav Šebek, from the Czech Academy of
Sciences, spoke about current affairs in Europe, underlining the influence of Brexit and American
elections on the European continent. Dr. Roman Joch, President of the Civic Institute in the Czech
Republic, reviewed the five major influences that shaped European culture: Judaism, Ancient
Greece, the Roman Empire, Christianity and the Enlightenment, underlining how each value system
eventually shaped Europe as we know it today. Mr. Jacques Marion, Secretary General of UPF
Europe, noted that the decline of Christianity in Western democracy meant that equality before
God was replaced by mere equality before the law, inciting people to focus on their rights and
raising a tendency toward conflicts of interest. Europe needs a spiritual revival to build an ethical
society in a multicultural context, he concluded, beginning with strengthening the family.
The last panel on « the Role of Religious Freedom to address Current Problems » was moderated
by Mr. Peter Zoehrer, Secretary General of the Forum for Religious Freedom Europe (FOREF).
Dr. Aaron Rhodes, President of FOREF, began by quoting former Czech president Václav Havel’s
words that terms such as love, compassion or forgiveness began to lose their meaning in modern
time. Religion is to be independent from the state, but the basic principle of Moses law is that all
people come under one God. Human rights are derived from natural rights. We should recognize
the pre-eminence of religious freedom, he claimed. Gay marriage rights, for instance, should not
interfere with the freedom of religion. Dr. Harald Scheu, from Charles University’s Faculty of Law in
Prague, concluded by saying that religious freedom was not only an individual freedom, but was
meant to guarantee the whole concept of human rights. Yet there is today a secular monopoly on
the interpretation of human rights. Good and evil merely become a matter of political choice:
choosing a political party makes you a good or bad person, he deplored.

Each panel gave ample time for questions and comments from the audience. The conference was
reported on the TV evening news, as well as on Christian media.

First panel

Second panel

Audience in the main meeting hall at the Prague Parliament

